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ENG 101 Discussion
English 101 is one of the most important courses as it instills the principles of college writing. Through it, learners can read, write, and analyze descriptive, expository, and argumentative essays. Personally, the course has been invaluable since it has helped me learn numerous things. Perhaps the most important thing I have learned is in regards to essay writing especially the definition essay, the 5-paragraph essay model, and rhetorical versus thematic approaches in writing. 
In terms of the definition essay, I learned the steps of writing it. Some of the key steps are choosing a term to define, researching several sources to find out how they define the terms, and presenting the definition to readers (Kim & Dolan, 2017). However, it is worth noting before being able to properly write a definition essay, understanding of the basics of the 5-paragraph essay is important. Consequently, through ENG 101, I learned that the 5-paragraph essay consists of five paragraphs. The first one is an introductory paragraph where the author offers a brief background as well as the thesis statement: the thesis statement is simply a claim or an opinion about any subject (Kim & Dolan, 2017). Since this statement is subjective, the writer has to provide supporting evidence. 
The second paragraph of the essay is the first body paragraph. It identifies the main point or idea then is supported by evidence. I also learned the third paragraph of the essay is the second body paragraph. Similarly, there is the third body paragraph where another point is discussed. The last paragraph is the conclusion. In this case, the writer rewrites then reaffirm the thesis statement. After that, he or she summarizes the evidence supporting the position. 
Aside from that, ENG 101 also taught me about argumentative essays. I can present both sides of an argument. To achieve that, you have to first develop a thesis statement and support it with ideas or concepts. Thereafter, you present a counterargument or dissenting views. When starting to articulate the counterargument, learners are encouraged to use transitional words such as however, notwithstanding, nevertheless, or nonetheless. 
Moreover, I learned in this course is the difference between rhetorical and thematic approach. While in thematic approach paragraphs must have a structural rule, for example, start with a topic sentence, in a rhetorical approach, there is no structure. Also, while in rhetoric approach the student is asked to be a problem solver, in thematic approach, the student is required to follow the format provided (Reyes & De Guia, 2017). Likewise, while in the rhetorical approach the student is asked to be a problem solver as well as identify their communicative goals, in the thematic approach, the learner is simply asked to memorize formats and writing styles.  
In summary, ENG 101 course has enabled me to learn the definition essay, the 5-paragraph essay model, and rhetorical versus thematic approaches in essay writing. This has not only helped me improve my writing skills but it has also enhanced the way I approach essays. I intend to rely on these teachings as I progress through my studies.
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